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ANY very proper and ſenſible Addreſſes 
1 have been made to the Ranks above you, on 
the preſent ſtate of Public Affairs. A Pamphlet, 


Intitled, An earne# Addreſs to Farmers, from a Farmer 
&—muſt have convinced the ſenſible amongſt this 
pumerous and reſpectable body of the People, that 
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o Men are more intereſted in the ſupport of our 
AT onftitution on its preſent eſtabliſhment than them- 
elves. A Publication, intitled, 4 Ten Minutes 
Varning from a Plain Man—muſt equally have ſa- 
F&isfied the trading part of the Community, that heir 
gucceſs in their ſeveral mercantile engagements, de- 
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perately pointed out. They are certainly inclu- 
Ned in thoſe of the higher Orders; but as many of 
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you may not ſee this, or underſtand how much you 
Pave at ſtake in common with your ſuperiors, give me 


Rave in few words to explain it to you. 


One of the greateſt Bleſſings enjoyed under the 


he preſent Conſtitution of this Country, is ſecurity 
n our Liberties and Property, Obſerve then, how 
2 egually 
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equally the poor are protected in theſe with the rich, 4 
and of courſe, how equally intereſted in the pool L I 


1 


vation of them. You can in no caſe be deprived of 
your Liberty, but as the puniſhment. of offences | 4 
committed againſt the Laws. The greates Lord 
amongſt you, offending in like manner, is ſubject, 
and muſt ſubmit to the ſame puniſhment. As for * 
property, there are ſcarce any of you but have ſome 
ſhare of it, which you would be very unwilling 
ſhould be taken from you. You have an houſe, for 
inſtance, which you can and are happy to call your 
Home—and how is this poſſeſſion ſecured to you? 
Why, no one can enter or diſturb you in the qui- 
et enjoyment of it with impunity—any more than 
he can enter the firſt Nobleman's Houſe in the 
Land. Our Laws make no diſtinction. There is 
the ſame puniſhment for breaking into a Cottage 
as into a Palace. This equal protection of rich 
and poor, and the equal Juſtice the Laws extend to 
both, you are to underſtand, are only to be found | A 
in the Engliſh Conſtitution, on which account, the | 4 
he of the poor in this country has always 4 
been reckoned the freeſt and 9 in the World. 
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Theſe are the privileges you enjoy in common with 1 | 
the ranks above you. In your inferior ſtations you L 


cannot be injured in your perſons, deprived of or 3 


curtailed in the due earnings of your induſtry, by 
the tyranny or injuſtice of your Maſters. Perhaps, 3 
in ſome inſtances, you might be too weak to reſiſt 7 
their power, or redreſs your own wrongs. Our Laws I 
therefore take you under their immediate 3 b 
on. You are invited on all occaſions of injury, to 
appeal to their authority, which exerts itſelf with | 3 
more than ordinary vigour in your behalf. The 
proper Magiſtrates are always at hand to ec I 
thele Y 


here is 
Cottage ; 
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World. ſuperiors (great as it is), to take care of you, but 
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# 7 ation upon the Globe, where the poor are ſo care- 
Pully protected from the oppreſſion of their Superi- 
rs as in this. : f 


The Laws of this Country which reſpect your 


aintenance, in caſes where you cannot maintain 


Pourſelves, are remarkable for their extenſive hu- 
nanity, inſomuch, that they leave you in no fitua- 


ion of Life, deſtitute of the neceſſaries of it, of 
Hood, raiment, and ſettled Habitation. In health 
f rich 


1 : ; 3 
ind ſtrength, you are required to labour, and your 


ws 


abours, in almoſt all caſes, bring in a comfortable 


Fubliſtence. In ſickneſs, old age, and all other cir- 
Eumſtances, which render you incapable of work, 
you are not left to the voluntary kindneſs of your 
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theſe 


* 
* 
£ 


1 

2 

4 

5 
427 


g 
TY * 
13 
e J 
- 7 
7 8 * . 
1 
1 
iv 
- & 


have a legal claim to their ſupport. Look, my 
Fou will rarely find them amongft the ſober, the 
Poneſt, and induſtrious Labourers. Look at their 
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Tountrymen, at the really diſtreſſed amongſt you 


characters and conduct; you will there ſee the true 
erhaps, i 


Fauſes of their wretchedneſs. One ſpends the chief 
of his earnings at the ale-houſe,—of courſe there 
uſt be want at home, if not to himſelf, to an 
Innocent and helpleſs Family. Another takes up 
his employment by night, in traverſing the woods, 
in the fruitleſs and illegal purſuit of the game,—of * 
courſe this man leaves his Cloaths behind him, or 
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preſent diſtinctions of rich and great amongſt us 
3 


" ance, | 
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ment of every kind, and therefore turns vagrant.— 
lives upon accidental Charity, which, failing on 
ſome occaſions, leaves him to the ſufferings of want. 
— Now theſe you will readily grant, are not fit ob- 
jects for the Laws to protect, in any Country; and 


_ theſe, generally ſpeaking, are the only poor amongſt W 


you; who have reaſon to complain of hunger or na- 
kedneſs. Theſe are the only deſcription of you, 
who, under the accidental Misfortunes of Life, 
have no friends in their ſuperiors to look up to, for 
pity or relief. $25 1 
The Humanity of our Laws towards you, can 
only be equalled by that boundleſs diſpoſition to 
Charity, which marks the Character of Britons.— 
This is juſtly called, our national Virtue, in which 
we are not equalled, but certainly not exceeded by 
any Nation upon earth. Look at the numberleſs 
Hoſpitals and Infirmaries erected in this Kingdom, 
for the cure or relief of every diforder either of 
body or mind, Look at the comfortable retreats for 
the lame, the blind, and unfortunate of all deſcripti- 
ons; the proviſions for the aged and helpleſs, the 
Orphan and the Widow, Look again at the liberal 
Contributions which are raiſed upon all caſes of 
misfortune, of the moſt private, as well as public 
kinds; and then aſk yourſelves Whether it muſt not 
be the wiſh of every poor Man to live under a 
Conſtitution which ſupports ſuch Charity, and his 
Intereſt that ſuch a hoon ſhould not be 
weakened or diſturbed ? For underſtand, that if the 
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were once levelled, as the enemies of our Govern- 
ment would have them, — the pcor, (and poor there 
mult always be), would be left to bear their own 
burthens, and muſt languiſh under the weight of 
them, not without pity perhaps, but without aſliſt- W 
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2 I muſt not omit in this Addreſs to you, a ſhort 
WT remark on the ſubje& of your Religion. You are 


Trice of its duties. This knowledge is no where 
y ; and 
nongſt i 
or na- | 
f you, | 
Life, plain Underſtandings, unimproved as they are by 
Aducation, I am perſuaded inwardly inform you are 


t preſent enjoy, —ſuch the protection of thoſe Pro- 
Perties you juſtly value, —ſuch the humanity of our 


he proviſion made for your improvement in that 
eligious Knowledge, which equally. concerns the 
higheſt and the loweſt of the ſons of Men. Could 
ats ror our happy Conſtitution be overturned, - and qur 
cripti- 
, the 
liberal 
ales of ¶rontrouled by any Laws, and unmoved by any prin- 
public 
ou, —In other words, you may be SLAVES. 
nder a 
nd 105 Fomfortable reſting place from the labours of the 
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all ſenſible how much your preſent as well as future 
Whappineſs is promoted by the knowledge and prac- 
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Such, my Countrymen, is the ſtate of Liberty you 


Laus, —ſuch the charitable diſpoſition of the able 


Wand opulent amongſt us towards you, —and ſuch 
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EVELLERS riſe, as they would do on its ruins, it 
may be your future Lot to work without wages—at 
Weaſt for ſuch Wages, as an arbitrary Employer, un- 
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WE iples of Juſtice or Humanity, may think fit to give 


Four Cottages may no longer afford you a ſafe and 


Hay, —on your return to them, you may find your- 3 


gelves ſhut out by any lawleſs Occupier, who has 


tUCs 


:rues which true Ms and inch elſe «ra 
upon the ignorant, you may ſoon ſink into a ſtate 
of Society, not to be preferred to that of Savach 
Tou are not generally called upon, indeed, youll 
could not afford the Loſs of time to join them; bit 
when you hear of Gentlemen, Clergy, Farmers, anil 
"Tradeſmen affociating to ſupport our preſent Confth 
*tution, as the ſupport of their Rights— be aſfuret 

your own, ſo equally dear to you, a are included i 

"rhe 4 | | 


Your Teady Friend, 


A YEOMAN. 


THE END. wo 
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